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Abstract:	Project Debater is the first AI system that can meaningfully debate a human opponent. 
The system, an IBM Grand Challenge, is designed to build coherent, convincing speeches on its 
own, as well as provide rebuttals to the opponent's main arguments. In 2019, Project Debater 
competed against Harish Natarajan, who holds the world record for most debate victories, in an 
event held in San Francisco that was broadcasted live world-wide. In this talk I will tell the story 
of Project Debater, from conception to a climactic final event, describe its underlying 
technology and its value to business use cases, and present the results of recent systematic 
evaluation of the system performance. 
  
 


